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Abu Dhabi Fund for Development’s 
Efforts to Support Sustainable 
Growth in 

Kenya
Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) and the Government of Kenya 
have enjoyed close ties for more than four decades. This strategic 
partnership aims to achieve sustainable development goals in vital 
economic sectors and, in turn, benefit the citizens of Kenya. 

Since 1985, ADFD has funded five development projects in the country, 
totalling AED 106 million. These projects covered key socio-economic 
sectors, including energy, transport and social services.  

Kenya, like many other countries in the world, has faced a host of economic 
challenges in the aftermath of the global financial crisis in 2008. However, 
it remains one of the fastest-growing economies in Africa. Owing to the 
ambitious plans outlined in the Kenya Vision 2030 that focus on several 
development priorities in the industrial, healthcare, housing, infrastructure 
and food sectors, economic growth in the country reached 5.8% in 2016.



LOANS AND GRANTS IN KENYA

Energy and 
Electricity 1 37 35%

Social Services 2 12 11%

Transport 2 57 54%

Total 5 106 100%
(Value in AED Million)

Funding Type

Sector

Projects

Projects

Funding Value

Value Percentage

SECTOR DISTRIBUTION OF PROJECTS 

FACTS AND FIGURES

Concessionary Loans 3 94

Government Grants 2 12

Total 5 106
(Value in AED Million)
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All numbers are updated until January 2020
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OVERVIEW



87 KENYAKENYA

VALUE 
AED 21 million

VALUE 
AED 37 million

YEAR FUNDED 
1985

YEAR FUNDED 
2010

KABARNET-TAMBACH 
ROAD

To strengthen the country’s transport sector, ADFD extended a concessionary loan to 
finance the 25-kilometre Kabarnet-Tambach Road in Kenya 

That links the Marigoth and Eldoret regions, facilitating the movement of people and 
goods, as well as stimulating economic growth in both regions. 

NUNO-MODOGASHE  
ROAD

The transportation sector is crucial to the growth and prosperity of any country’s 
economy through facilitating the movement of people and goods, as well as linking 
production, consumption, export and import hubs locally and regionally. 

To meet Kenya’s development objectives, ADFD financed the strategic Nuno-Modogashe 
Road project in the north-eastern province of Kenya that is home to 75% of the country’s 
livestock. Linking the cities of Garissa and Modogashe, the 135-kilometre one-lane road 
is part of the regional road network that connects northern and southern Kenya with 
neighbouring countries, including Ethiopia and Somalia.



109 KENYAKENYA

VALUE 
AED 37 million

YEAR FUNDED 
2013

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 
SCHEME IN FIVE REGIONS

With an increase in population and consumption and the exorbitant cost of building 
power plants and distribution networks, the inability to provide electricity to meet the 
domestic requirement is a pressing challenge for many developing countries.

Driven by continued migration from rural areas to cities, demand for basic services 
often remains unanswered. Moreover, the lack of these vital services – especially in 
the manufacturing sector – slows down economic growth and deters investors from 
setting up businesses.

Rural displacement results in growing pressures on urban infrastructure and labour 
markets, and the emergence of impoverished and highly dense areas lacking the 
most basic living conditions. It also leads to slow economic output of key sectors, 
including agriculture and livestock, contributing to low volume of exports. 

To support the overall development process in Kenya, ADFD financed the 
establishment of electricity networks in five rural areas. In addition to improving the 
quality of life of the resident population, the funding helped provide the necessary 
energy supply to establish vital projects in the services sector that stimulate 
commercial and industrial growth, and attract investments.

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development financed the construction of Sheikh Zayed Center 
for Child Care in Kenya. The initiative was drives by its objective to improve health and 
social care in the developing world. 

The centre provides social security, as well as educational and worked opportunities 
to about 200 destitute children that it accommodates, thus giving them an opportunity 
to live lives of dignity.

The project included the construction of 20 buildings, 10 for 100 male children and  
10 for 100 females. The project also included the construction of school buildings.  
The centre organises a range of activities, events and programmes for these children.

SHEIKH ZAYED CHILDREN 
WELFARE CENTRE IN KENYA

VALUE 
AED 11.6 million

YEAR FUNDED 
1987-1998 
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Contact Information:
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P.O. Box 814
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