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Abu Dhabi Fund for Development’s 
Efforts to Support Sustainable 
Growth in 

MaliMali
Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) and the Government of Mali 
have enjoyed close ties for more than four decades. This strategic 
partnership aims to achieve sustainable development goals in vital 
economic sectors and, in turn, benefit the citizens of Mali. 

Since 1976, ADFD has funded ten development projects in the country, 
totalling AED 1.433 billion. These projects covered key socio-economic 
sectors including water, energy, agriculture and transport.



LOANS AND GRANTS IN MALI

Water, 
Agriculture and 

Energy   
4 197 14%

Transport  2 61 4%

Housing   2 220 15%

Other sectors 12 955 67%

Total 10 1,433 100%
(Value in AED Million)

Funding Type

Sector

Projects

Projects

Funding Value

Value Percentage

SECTOR DISTRIBUTION OF PROJECTS 

FACTS AND FIGURES

Concessionary Loans 9 1,402

Government Grants 1 31

Total 10 1,433
(Value in AED Million)

4MALI

All numbers are updated until January 2020



PROJECT 
OVERVIEW
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VALUE 
AED 15 million

VALUE 
AED 30 million

YEAR FUNDED 
1976

YEAR FUNDED 
1981

SÉLINGUÉ 
DAM

The vital role dams play in securing water resources and their direct impact on the 
development of key socio-economic sectors encouraged ADFD to financially contribute 
to the construction of the Sélingué Dam.

One of the most important sources of power generation in Mali. Built on the Sankarani 
River, a tributary of the Niger River, and operational since 1982, the dam has the 
capacity to store about two billion cubic metres of water that can irrigate around 
55,000 hectares of agricultural land. In addition to improving navigation on the Niger 
River, it provides electricity for several key areas in the country.  

The project included the construction of a 2,600-metre1 -long embankment dam with 
a gravity section, as well as the installation of four large turbines, generating 11.9 
megawatts of power each, and state-of-the-art irrigation pipes.

SEVARE-GAO 
ROAD

The transportation sector is crucial to the growth and prosperity of any country’s 
economy through facilitating the movement of people and goods, as well as linking 
production, consumption, export and import hubs locally and regionally.

To meet Mali’s development objectives and provide access to bodies of water for the 
landlocked country, ADFD financed the strategic Sevare-Gao Road project in 1981. 
The scope included the construction of a 556 kilometres long and six metres wide 
asphalt road, as well as three reinforced concrete bridges.
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VALUE 
AED 70 million

YEAR FUNDED 
2010 

TAOUSSA 
DAM

Located in the north-eastern part of Mali, the Taoussa Dam is one of the key 
development projects in the Niger River basin.

Aiming to elevate living standards through generating electricity for the surrounding 
population, the project included the construction of a 25-megawatt hydroelectric 
power plant.The dam contributes to the preservation of water resources, and 
facilitates navigation from Timbuktu to Taoussa through restoring the ecosystem, 
degraded due to repeated drought, lack of rainfall and desertification. The project 
also created the conditions for the development of 139,000 hectares of hydroponic 
systems to bolster food security in the country. 

ADFD helped finance the construction of the dam, an adjoining 130-kilometre road 
and 220 kilometres of power transmission lines, as well as the purchase of the power 
plant equipment and the implementation of an environmental management system. 

VALUE 
AED 79 million

YEAR FUNDED 
1982 

SENEGAL RIVER 
DEVELOPMENT

At more than 1,600 kilometres, the Senegal River is Africa’s ninth longest river. 

Flowing through Guinea, Mali, Senegal and Mauritania, the river is strategically  
important to energy production, irrigation of agricultural land and supply of  
drinking water.

To elevate the living standard of the local population, ADFD provided a concessionary 
loan in 1982 to build a dam in Diama, located near the mouth of the Senegal River.  
The project also involved the construction of the Manantali Dam about 1,100 
kilometres from Diama on the Bafing River, a tributary of the Senegal River. 
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Access to electricity is a significant development challenge in Mali, with only 15%  
of the rural population connected to the grid.

The country’s government has launched several development programmes with 
the aim of reducing poverty and improving energy supply through leveraging 
renewable technologies. This rural electrification project, based on decentralised 
solar photovoltaic (PV) mini-grid systems, aims to provide clean energy for 32 villages 
across six regions of Mali. The reliable supply of clean electricity will dramatically 
increase the quality of life for 123,000 people living in rural communities. The ability to 
use water pumps, agricultural processing machines and industrial equipment without 
interruption will generate over 2,000 direct and indirect employment opportunities, 
boosting the income of the local population as well as overall economic growth. In the 
long term, the project has the potential to reduce poverty on a wide scale.

HYBRID RENEWABLE ENERGY 
SYSTEMS FOR RURAL 
ELECTRIFICATION 

VALUE 
AED 33 million

YEAR FUNDED 
2015 

VALUE 
AED 37 million

YEAR FUNDED 
1985 

BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS 

As part of its commitment to supporting sustainable growth, ADFD is committed to 
assisting developing countries in meeting financial demands.

To stimulate the economy and help overcome monetary challenges, ADFD provided a 
concessionary loan worth AED 37 million to the Malian government in 1985.
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The Fund’s interest in the housing sector reflects its keenness to support global efforts 
to achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly 
contributing to bolstering Goal 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities - that aims to 
‘make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’. 

Over the past few decades, the Fund has financed many strategic development 
projects in the housing sector, successfully building thousands of housing units to 
improve the overall standard of living and well-being for millions of families. 

In a bid to meet the surging housing demand in Mali and improve the overall standard 
of living and well-being of the Malian people, ADFD funded phase one and two of 
the National Social Housing Programme. The programme aims to modernise civil 
and housing services in the country as part of the government’s efforts to achieve 
sustainable development. Moreover, the housing programme will cater to the 
increasing demand for residential units as a result of the population growth in Mali over 
the years, and facilitate the construction of 50,000 in various regions of the country.

NATIONAL SOCIAL HOUSING 
PROGRAMME – PHASE I&II

VALUE 
AED 220 million

YEAR FUNDED 
2018-2019 

VALUE 
AED 918 million

YEAR FUNDED 
2019 

BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS 

As part of its commitment to supporting strategic sustainable growth, ADFD is 
committed to assisting developing countries in meeting financial demands.

To stimulate the economy, help overcome monetary challenges and enable the Malian 
government to develop priority projects, ADFD provided AED 918 million to support the 
country’s general budget. 
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ADFD realizes the vital role the transport sector plays in sustainable development and 
elevating living standards. 

To support this key pillar of national priorities of developing countries, the Fund 
contributed to the financing of the Sheikh Zayed Road in Mali with a grant worth 
AED 31 million. The scope included the construction of a 7.9-kilometre road linking 
the capital Bamako with the western regions of the country. In addition to facilitating 
the movement of people and goods, the vital infrastructure project has eased traffic 
congestion and reduced the number of traffic accidents. 

SHEIKH ZAYED ROAD 
IN BAMAKO 

VALUE 
AED 31 million

YEAR FUNDED 
1990  
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