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About the Fund88563 AED 83 billion 
Established in 1971, Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) 
is a leading national entity mandated to implement the UAE’s 
policy of assisting developing countries through the provision 
of concessionary loans to finance sustainable development 
projects in key socio-economic sectors. The Fund has made 
a significant contribution to establishing the UAE among the 
leading global development aid providers.

In addition to its main role, ADFD manages Abu Dhabi 
government grants allocated to ventures that help drive growth 
in beneficiary countries. The Fund’s responsibilities in this regard 
comprise direct supervision of projects to ensure their efficient, 
effective and timely implementation.

ADFD also invests directly in select companies active in vital 
sectors in developing countries, resulting either in full acquisition 
or joint ownership with local government or private entities, to 
stimulate economic development and create new jobs.

In addition to the significant role the Fund plays in achieving 
sustainable economic development in developing countries, 
ADFD also contributes to stimulating the UAE economy by 
financing and supporting UAE private sector investments 
thus enhancing competitiveness, as well as enabling quality 
investment opportunities that benefit the national economy.

ADFD works as a strategic partner with the governments of the 
beneficiary countries to support their development programmes 
and objectives with a focus on financing projects that improve 
infrastructure and elevate living standards. The Fund’s scope of 
activity spans key sectors such as education, housing, water and 
electricity, agriculture, transportation, industry and renewable 
energy.

Over the past four and a half decades, ADFD has financed and 
managed development projects in 88 countries, cumulatively 
valued at AED80 billion.

Beneficiary 
countries 

Total value of 
funding and 
investments 

Development 
projects
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ADFD is committed to supporting the agriculture and irrigation 
sector. As the leading economic sector in many developing countries, 
agriculture is an important source of foreign exchange. Furthermore, 
large proportions of the population depend on agriculture for their 
livelihoods, especially in rural areas, where most of the citizens live.

Inadequate agricultural and irrigation infrastructure in most 
developing countries has impaired crop production and cattle 
breeding, leading to a decline in living standards. This has had a 
negative impact on the economies of the respective countries, 
resulting in limited exports and consequently affecting their foreign 
exchange earnings.

The lack of infrastructure in this vital sector hampers governmental 
efforts to achieve tangible socio-economic development in rural 
areas, encouraging rural populations to give up their dependence on 
agriculture and migrate to cities in search of new income sources. 
This trend has led to deteriorating economic performance, a rise in 
unemployment and a strain on the urban infrastructure.

ADFD’s funding focuses on addressing the most important challenges 
facing the sector, especially the shortage of wells, irrigation networks, 
agricultural products storage and distribution centres, seeds, fertilisers, 
agricultural equipment, and transport of agricultural products to local 
and foreign markets. Its projects contribute to boosting agricultural 
production in beneficiary countries, meeting the rising local demand 
and facilitating exports. They also help stimulate growth in developing 
countries and assist their governments in advancing sustainable socio-
economic development.

The Fund’s interest in the agriculture and irrigation sector reflects 
its dedication to supporting the international efforts to achieve 
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. Areas of focus include 
enhancing food security, promoting sustainable humanitarian 
endeavours, providing job opportunities and means of livelihood for 
rural populations, eliminating malnourishment and famine, increasing 
the quantity and quality of agricultural production for local and 
international markets.

Agriculture Sector

25
beneficiary 
countries 

58
development projects

5
food production 
projects

AED 6.7 billion
total value of funding

8%
of cumulative ADFD 
funding

667,000
acres were repaired 
and irrigated

16 
irrigation networks 
were built 

40
dams were built

ADFD’s funding focuses on addressing the 
most important challenges facing the sector, 
especially the shortage of wells, irrigation 
networks, agricultural products storage 
and distribution centres, seeds, fertilisers, 
agricultural equipment, and transport of 
agricultural products to local and foreign 
markets.

Achieving the SDGs by strengthening the 
agricultural sector to ensure food security 

ADFD impact on the agricultural sector 
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Key Agriculture Projects
ADFD’s projects in the agriculture and irrigation sector in 
developing countries focus on enhancing performance through 
a variety of measures, including constructing dams to collect 
and store water, building and rehabilitating irrigation networks, 
drilling wells, and financing purchases of agricultural equipment 
and fertilisers.

Arab Countries

European and Latin
American Countries

African Countries

Asian Countries
AED
5,538 million

42 projects

AED
171 million

5 projects

AED
540 million

2 projects

AED
528 million

9 projects

Geographic distribution of agriculture projects
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ADFD contributed to the development of this 
important project to support the country’s 
efforts in enhancing the agriculture sector. To 
meet the required development in the southern 
valley and boost tourism in the area, the project 
provided water for drinking, irrigation, as well as 
industry and groundwater use. 

Key Projects 

Integrated 
Southern Valley 
Development 

Jordan

87%
water distribution efficiency

7,500
acres cultivated

6
diversions for water collection

3,600
square metres tank capacity

1,500
litres per second pumping 
station capacity

water tank equipped with 
electronic control system

AED 53
million funding amount
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Upper Atbara and 
Setit Dam Complex 

Sudan

ADFD remains committed to supporting the 
Sudanese government in achieving the country’s 
developmental goals. The project aims to 
support overall socio-economic growth in Eastern 
Sudan. It’s expected to exploit natural water 
resources to reinforce agriculture production and 
generate hydropower.

30,000
beneficiaries

50,000
agricultural acres

93
villages benefiting

320
MW energy 
production capacity

AED 330.5
million funding amount

2.7
billion cubic meters water 
storage capacity
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River Development
Senegal

At more than 1,600 kilometres, the Senegal River 
is Africa’s top 10 longest river. Flowing through 
Guinea, Mali, Senegal and Mauritania, the river 
is strategically important to energy production, 
irrigation of agricultural land and supply of drinking 
water. To elevate the living standard of the local 
population, ADFD provided a concessionary loan 
to build a dam in Diama, located near the mouth 
of the Senegal River. The project also involved the 
construction of the Manantali Dam about 1,100 
kilometres from Diama on the Bafing River, a 
tributary of the Senegal River.

1,600
km the river length

4
countries benefited from the 
development of the river

4.5
million beneficiaries 

340
square kilometres river area

AED 99
million funding amount
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Teesta Dam 
Bangladesh

ADFD provided a loan to finance the construction 
of Teesta Dam that included building the 
44-kilometre Dinajpur Canal, its secondary and 
tertiary canals, a bridge over the Bogra Canal, 
and its regulator and exit outlets.

68,000
beneficiaries

AED 53
million funding amount

44
kilometres canal length

48,000
hectares irrigated
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