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Established in 1971, Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) 
is a leading national entity mandated to implement the UAE’s 
policy of assisting developing countries through the provision 
of concessionary loans to finance sustainable development 
projects in key socio-economic sectors. The Fund has made 
a significant contribution to establishing the UAE among the 
leading global development aid providers.

In addition to its main role, ADFD manages Abu Dhabi 
government grants allocated to ventures that help drive growth 
in beneficiary countries. The Fund’s responsibilities in this regard 
comprise direct supervision of projects to ensure their efficient, 
effective and timely implementation.

ADFD also invests directly in select companies active in vital 
sectors in developing countries, resulting either in full acquisition 
or joint ownership with local government or private entities, to 
stimulate economic development and create new jobs.

In addition to the significant role the Fund plays in achieving 
sustainable economic development in developing countries, 
ADFD also contributes to stimulating the UAE economy by 
financing and supporting UAE private sector investments 
thus enhancing competitiveness, as well as enabling quality 
investment opportunities that benefit the national economy.

ADFD works as a strategic partner with the governments of the 
beneficiary countries to support their development programmes 
and objectives with a focus on financing projects that improve 
infrastructure and elevate living standards. The Fund’s scope of 
activity spans key sectors such as education, housing, water and 
electricity, agriculture, transportation, industry and renewable 
energy.

Over the past four and a half decades, ADFD has financed and 
managed development projects in 88 countries, cumulatively 
valued at AED80 billion.

About the Fund88563
Beneficiary 
countries 

Total value of 
funding and 
investments

Development 
projects

AED 83 billion 
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Known for greatly impacting everyday life, funding new projects 
in the water and electricity sector can result in long-term growth 
and yield socio-economic benefits. To work towards elevating 
living standards in communities across developing countries, 
ADFD has identified vigorous development in this crucial sector 
as a top priority. 

With increase in population and consumption and factoring 
in exorbitant cost of building power generation plants and 
distribution networks, the inability to provide sufficient supply 
of electricity and water remains a pressing challenge facing 
many developing countries. Aggravated by continued migration 
from rural areas to cities, pressure to provide basic services and 
infrastructure continues to go unanswered. Moreover, the lack 
of these vital services – especially in the manufacturing sector 
– slow down economic growth and deter investors from setting 
up businesses. 

This explains ADFD’s keenness to develop the water and 
electricity sector, which accounts for 10 per cent of its total 
expenditure. To date, the Fund has contributed to the financing 
of 107 strategic water and electricity projects with a total value 
of AED7.8 billion in 56 countries around the world.

The projects financed by ADFD in this vital sector have helped 
improve the quality of life for the local populations, stimulate 
the economy and increase access to safe drinking water and 
adequate electricity supply.   

The Fund’s interest in water and electricity projects reflects its 
keenness to support international efforts aimed at achieving 
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, promoting goals six, 
seven, eight and nine, facilitating new business set-up, and 
driving continued, comprehensive and sustainable economic 
development.

Water and Electricity Sector

107
development 
projects 

AED 7.8 
billion total value 
of funding

23 dams 
providing water 
and generating 
electricity 

14
drinking water 
networks

110
power stations

8,790
MW of electricity 
generated

ADFD impact on the Water and Electricity sector

Achieving the SDGs by providing clean water 
and clean energy 

10%
of cumulative ADFD 
funding

56
beneficiary 
countries

Improve the quality of life for the local 
populations, stimulate the economy 
and increase access to safe drinking 
water and adequate electricity supply.
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Arab Countries

European and Latin
American Countries

African Countries

Asian Countries
AED
5,507 billion
57 projects

AED
730 million

17 projects

AED
754 million

14 projects

AED
688 million

19 projects

Key Water and Electricity Projects
ADFD’s water and electricity projects in developing countries 
range from building and rehabilitating power generation plants 
and their distribution networks, upgrading drinking water and 
irrigation networks, as well as constructing dams, pumping and 
distribution stations. The Fund also prioritises development in 
the renewable energy sector by funding sustainable ventures in 
solar, wind, hydroelectric and geothermal power stations.

Geographic distribution of Water and Electricity 
projects
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AED 735
million funding amount

storage capacity: 8.3 billion 
cubic meters 

10 generators each with 
a capacity of 125 MW

400,000 
hectares irrigated

3 
million beneficiaries

dam length:

67 kilometres

spanning an area of

9 kilometres

Sudan
Merowe Dam

Key Projects
ADFD provided AED735 million for the construction 
of the Merowe Dam in north Sudan.  One of the largest 
hydropower projects in Africa and the second major 
hydropower project in Sudan, this strategic project 
helps the country fill its power deficit by producing 
electricity totaling 1,250 megawatts – benefitting more 
than 3 million people.

Located nearly 350 km north of the capital Khartoum, 
the dam is about 1.1 km across the river and is 9 km 
long and 60 metres tall. The project included all the 
necessary civil works including the power plant to 
accommodate 10 generators, each with a capacity 
of 125 megawatts, and the electromechanical works. 
The works also comprised the transmission lines and 
connectivity to the national grid.
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In 2011, ADFD supported the Azerbaijan 
government in replacing the Shirvan power plant, 
the oldest power plant in Azerbaijan and the 
country’s second largest, with the Janub power 
station. The project included the installation of 
four gas turbines, two steam turbines, boilers and 
generators, safety and security systems, power 
transmission lines, technical support, equipment 
and components.

215
job opportunities provided

103
million tonnes of CO2 
emissions avoided

Station power generation 

capacity: 780 MW

6
billion kW of electricity 
supplied annually

650,000
tonnes of fuel saved annually

AED 222.6
million funding amount

Azerbaijan
Janub power 
station
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ADFD funded the expansion and modernisation of the 
Sikalbaha Power Station to strengthen and stabilise 
the national grid and meet the electricity demand 
of the Dhaka Metropolitan Area, a major hub for 
industry, commerce, services and business activities in 
Bangladesh.

The AED115 million funding from ADFD covered 
the installation of new 225—megawatt generators 
which run on natural gas as primary fuel and heavy 
fuel as backup fuel. It also includes two gas turbines 
with capacity to produce 75-megawatt electricity, a 
steam generator, and a 75-megawatt steam turbine. 
Moreover, an open-cycle gas turbine generator has 
also been constructed and can produce up to 225 mw.

steam turbine capacity:

75 MW

gas turbines capacity:

75 MW

2
gas turbines and  
steam turbine 

generators capacity:

225 MW

AED 115.3
million funding amount

Bangladesh
Sikalbaha 
power 
generation 
station 
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To ensure an adequate and reliable power supply, 
ADFD financed the rehabilitation of the Tarbela 
dam in Pakistan with AED66.5 million. Considered 
one of the world’s largest dams, ADFD’s support 
for the project helped stimulate the Pakistani 
national economy, as well as contributed to 
achieving sustainable development across 
strategic and key sectors.

16%
energy saving efficiency 

1,750 MW 
electricity generated

storage capacity:

14 million cubic metres

the world’s second 
largest dam

AED 66.5
million funding amount

Pakistan
Tarbela Dam
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