
No. Company Sector Country ADFD 
ownership

1 Al Dhabi Holding Holding Sudan 100%

2 Societe Rebab Holding Morocco 82.82%

3 AD Tourism Investment Tourism Egypt 84.28%

4 UAE Bangladesh Investment Holding Bangladesh 60%

5 Union Maroc Emirates de Peche Agriculture & Fishery Morocco 40%

6 Al Ain Farms for Animal Production Agriculture & Fishery UAE 24%

7 Societe Delma d’investissements Touristiques Tourism Morocco 33.71%

8 Societe d’Etudes et de Developement de 
Sousse Nord Tourism Tunisia 32.31%

9 Societe Palmeraie Maroc Emirats Tourism Morocco 17%

10 Raysut Cement Industry Oman 15%

11 Africa Capitalization Fund Private Equity Africa 13.75%

12 Austrian Conference Center Properties Austria 7.5%

13 Ciments du Maroc Industry Morocco 5.38%

14 Automobile Reseau Tunisien et Services Trading Tunisia 9.3%

Investments

The investments that ADFD contributes in, considers the most important tools that help to promote the economy 

of developing countries and enhance the march of development, through contributing with the private sector in 

these developing countries. In this context, ADFD invest on 14 companies with different percentage ownership 

as follow:

www.adfd.ae
20

Holding Companies

Properties

Tourism

Industry

Agriculture & Fisheries

Trading

Private Investment Profolios

20%0 40% 60% 80% 100%

21%

7%

28%

14%

14%

7%

Sector

Percentage

7%

Sectoral distribution of the fund investments

ADFD has contributed in various investment sectors such as holding companies, properties, tourism, industry, 

agriculture and fishery, Automobile and private investment portfolios.



Geographical Area No. of Projects Projects value Percentage

Arab Countries 206 21,843.49 78%

African Countries 55 2,059.02 7%

Asian Countries 39 3,458.34 12%

Other Countries 8 609.68 2%

Total 308 27,970.53 100%

Tables and Graphs 
The geographical distribution of development projects

ADFD’s activities spread in various geographical areas but it focuses on the areas which are most affected 

by poverty, as these loans and grants provided by both ADFD and Government of Abu Dhabi cover many 

development projects in the Arab, Asian, African and other countries.

(Value in AED million)

Sector No. of Projects Value Percentage

Agriculture, Irrigation & Land use 44 3,683.04 13%

Electricity & Water 53 3,751 13%

Housing 29 3,772.43 14%

Transportation 61 5,907.73 21%

Industry & Mining 36 3,425.10 12%

Social and Health Services 40 2,096.30 7%

Others 45 5,334.93 19%

Total 308 27,970.53 100%

The sector-wise distribution of development projects

ADFD focuses on financing all the development activities, which include a number of vital sectors that represent 

the cornerstone of the process of growth and economic development in developing countries.

(Value in AED million)
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ADFD Relations with Regional and International Funding Institutions 

ADFD aimed to enhance the effectiveness of development assistance through initiating cooperation between 

ADFD and the other regional and international development institutions by exchanging information, knowledge 

and experience. Based on this principle, ADFD plays a key role as active member in the Coordination 

Group which was established in 1975. ADFD aims to extend this partnership enhance the use of resources, 

competencies and capabilities within the member institutions by better coordination and communications 

among the members.

Social Corporate Responsibility 

Activities of ADFD are not entirely focused on fulfilling its core business mandate. At the same time, ADFD 

has also been active in supporting the local community which forms part of its strategy in social responsibility. 

This strategy adopted by ADFD is shared by many institutions in the UAE as a national quest to build a society 

characterized by openness.

In this context, ADFD seeks to strengthen cooperation between various sectors of society; however, supporting 

the education sector is a priority in its agenda and from this standpoint, ADFD starts initiating cooperation with 

institutions of higher education in the UAE. Also ADFD do not lose sight of the humanitarian role in supporting 

the activities of humanitarian organizations that help low income people to overcome on the challenges they 

faced in order to have a better future.
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ADFD’s Core Business Activities

ADFD’s core business activities can be categorized into two key aspects as follows:

1. Development Funding

ADFD provides finance aid to governments in developing countries to support projects that contribute to the 

country’s economic development and growth in two ways:

 ■  Loans: Concessionary loans are loans with lower interest rates compared to ordinary loans. Decision on 

project funding may consider the project impact. Hence, typically ADFD carry out due studies on all the 

projects before funding by evaluating it technically and economically to ensure their effectiveness

 ■  Managing grants and loans provided by the Government: ADFD also manages grants and loans that 

are provided by the Abu Dhabi Government. Apart from the administrative role, ADFD also ensure the 

quality of the project management through the supervision and follow up on all stages of the project cycle

2. Investments

ADFD does investments in two ways: (a) through equity participation ADFD as expanding private sector 

activities is regarded as vital for its fight against poverty because private sector growth contributes directly 

to economic growth which creates jobs that use labor, the main asset of the poor; and (b) through treasury 

function as ADFD makes investments and hedge against financial risks in the financial markets.

 ■  Equities participation: This involves establishing investment companies and contributing to the capital of 

existing companies whose business operations ought to achieve development benefits in the countries they 

are established. Positive return on investments is deemed as the basic principle of attaining sustainability 

 ■  Treasury: The treasury function invests ADFD available liquidity in bank deposits, bonds and financial 

instruments in order to achieve a positive return, Portions of these returns are used to support the financial 

obligations of the Fund
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ADFD’s Strategy 
 
In order to continue meeting the dynamic challenges, going forward ADFD has two key strategic thrusts:

 ■  To refocus its projects on sustainability

 ■ To ensure organization growth along sound corporate development strategies

This long term strategic plan foresees growth in ADFD loan operations so that its assistance will have a 

significant impact on the economic development of recipient countries. Additionally, ADFD will continue to 

improve the performance of its core business to identify new initiatives in order to achieve its goals and 

objectives. 

For project funding sustainability, plans are currently underway to streamline operations of concessionary 

loans provision, grants management and investment strategies, in a way that would help accelerate economic 

and social development in the recipient countries, providing job and business opportunities to the citizens 

there and additional revenues to governments to sustain their social services.

For organization growth and development, committees for corporate governance, business continuity plan and 

policy review has been set up to identify new ways to make improvements to the current systems and workflow 

processes and mechanisms.
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Arab Countries Asian Countries African Countries Other Countries

Beneficiary countries from Fund’s activities 
Arab countries Asian countries African countries Other countries

1. Arab Republic of Egypt

2. Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan

3. Islamic Republic of 

Mauritania

4. Kingdom of Bahrain

5. Kingdom of Morocco

6. Palistine

7. People’s Democratic 

Republic of Algeria

8. Republic of Djibouti

9. Lebanese Republic

10. Republic of the Sudan

11. Republic of Yemen

12. Somali Republic

13. Sultanate of Oman

14. Syrian Arab Republic

15. Republic of Tunisia

16. Union of the Comoros

17. United Arab Emirates

18. Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka

19. Islamic Republic of 

Afghanistan

20. Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan

21. Kingdom of Tonga

22. Malaysia

23. Mongolia

24. People’s Republic of 

Bangladesh

25. Republic of Armenia

26. Republic of Azerbaijan

27. Republic of India

28. Republic of Indonesia

29. Republic of Kazakhstan

30. Republic of Maldives

31. Republic of Tajikistan

32. Turkmenistan

33. Burkina Faso

34. Democratic Republic of the 

Congo

35. Kingdom of Lesotho

36. Republic of Benin

37. Republic of Burundi

38. Republic of Cape Verde

39. Republic of Guinea

40. Republic of Guinea-Bissau

41. Republic of Kenya

42. Republic of Madagascar

43. Republic of Malawi

44. Republic of Mali

45. Republic of Mauritius

46. Republic of the Niger

47. Republic of Rwanda

48. Republic of Senegal

49. Republic of Seychelles

50. Republic of the Congo

51. Republic of the Gambia

52. Republic of Uganda

53. Eritrea

54. United Republic of 

Tanzania

55. Montenegro

56. Republic of Albania

57. Republic of Malta

58. Republic of Turkey
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Organizational Structure 

  Fast Facts

Establishment 15th, July 1971

Chairman HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Deputy Chairman and Chairman of Executive Committee HH Sheikh Abdulla bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Capital AED 8 billion

Headquarter Abu Dhabi

Number of Employees 95 employees

Loans and Grants provided by ADFD AED 14.51 billion

Loans and Grants provided by Abu Dhabi Government AED 13.45 billion

ADFD’s Investments AED 975 million 

Total loans, grants and investments AED 28.97 billion

Number of beneficiary countries 58 countries 

Number of operations financed 308 operations 

ADFD BOARD Audit Committee

Executive Committee Internal Audit

Director General

OperationsInvestmentFinanceSupport Services

Technical Advisors

Project Management

Administration

Equity 

Treasury

Accounting 
& Budgeting

Disbursement

Human Resources

Information 
Technology 

General Services

Board / Committees Director-General Department

Section Team / Individual Audit

- Strategy & Performance

- Advisors

- Media & Communications

- Organization Excellence
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Vision 

To be a model institution in providing development assistance that alleviates global poverty.

Mission

To help developing countries achieve sustainable economic growth and reduce poverty 

by providing financial resources, forging partnerships in the public and private sectors, 

and adopting international best practices to ensure aid effectiveness.

Values 

 ■  Cooperative: Collaborate without boundaries, show care and respectfor others 

views, encourage team achievements

 ■  Creative: Always improving, focus on solutions not problems, embrace change with 

positive attitude

 ■  Committed: Responsible for high performance, adhere to high ethical 

standards,determined to achieve our goals

 ■  Competent: Encourage personal development, confidence in our abilities, improve 

corporate skills and knowledge
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Brief about ADFD

Establishment  

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) was established on July 15, 1971, as a leading national entity to 

provide development aid to developing countries in the form of concessionary loans and administering grants 

on behalf of the Abu Dhabi government. The aim is to finance development projects in order to support efforts 

to achieve economic and social development in developing countries. ADFD also makes investments in order 

to encourage the private sector in the recipient countries to play an essential role in accelerating the economic 

development process. 

To date, the total value of loans, grants and investments funded by ADFD and the Government of Abu Dhabi 

during the past four decades, reach almost AED 29 billion for 308 development operations in 58 countries 

around the world.
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For a better Tomorrow


